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Save a Life
In the period of June – August 2015, a large
number of Syrian Refugee families, who
have escaped the war in Aleppo, and moved
to Lebanon, where relocated from Lebanon
to Armenia in the framework of the “Save a
Life” initiative by “ALEPPO” Organization.

residing in Yerevan have applied “ALEPPO”
Organization asking to help their
vulnerable relatives, who escaped the war
in Aleppo and moved to Lebanon to obtain
one-way ticket to Armenia (to joint their
families).

Each arrival flight of families is warmly
welcomed by the representation of
“ALEPPO” Organization’s Executive Body at
the Zvartnots International Airport.

Based on aforementioned, the Executive
Body of the organization made a decision
and came up with an announcement. ACCO
launched call on all donors in Armenia and
Diaspora to listen to and provide support
within their abilities, to our compatriots,
who are in difficulty and applied for help, to
move to Armenia, as a safe country.

Moreover, upon arrival, the families receive
information of first necessity that would be
useful for their further residency in
Armenia.

Adopt a Family

Financial aid provided to refugee vulnerable Syrians
on account of donations and contributions by
individual donors, organizations and other
institutions. The projects launched to facilitate social
burden of Syrian families sheltered in Armenia.
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In response to this large-scale
humanitarian campaign, people worldwide
continuously raise funds in support of
Syrians.
On account of funds raised it became
possible to obtain one-way ticket for 63
Syrian Refugees and start their relocation
to Armenia.

Just to remind, that in recent months, due
to critical situation created in Aleppo and in
terms of safety, many Syrian refugees

Families arrived are happy to be in a safe
country surrounded with care and warm
hospitality and environment.

UNHCR & ACCO Cooperation
UNHCR Armenia provides furniture for donor-owned
apartments within “Host a Family” Humanitarian
Emergency Housing project by “ALEPPO”
Organization.
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British Ambassador to
Armenia Visited “ALEPPO”
Organization
“ALEPPO” Compatriotic Charitable NonGovernmental Organization (ACCO) was
honored to host British Ambassador to
Armenia Ms. Katherine Jane Leach on July
28, 2015.“ALEPPO” Organization Founder
President Ms. Ani Balkhian, members of
Executive Body and Women Committee,
organization’s staff warmly greeted Ms.
Leach at the ACC Organization’s Yerevan
Office.
Ms. Katherine Leach’s visit was aimed to
learn more about organization’s
performance, its priority areas, initiatives,
programs and projects. In particular,
special focus was paid on the pressing
issues linked with refugee Syrian Refugees
displaced to Armenia due to escalation of
military actions in Syria, and how
“ALEPPO” Organization deals with all these
issues to address.
Ms. Katherine Leach also had short
conversations with each meeting attendee.
She was interested in their feelings,
experiences and integration issues faced in
Armenia after displacement from Syria.
Ideas on possible cooperation between
British Embassy to Armenia and “ALEPPO”
Organization in order to assist organization

in its future endeavors were also discussed.
At the end, Ms. Katherine Leach left her
impressions about the organization and the
meeting, in the Memory Book of the
organization.

WHO WE ARE

VOLUNTEERISM

We are accountable to the people
who support us, people who assist
us and people we cooperate with.

It is always your choice to
become a volunteer for
“ALEPPO” CCO

We welcome new volunteers who
seek to assist Syrians in need.

From Ancient Times to Modernity
Workshop on “Traditional Needlework:
From Ancient Times to Modernity”
organized by “Aleppo” Compatriotic
Charitable Organization in the framework
of the German International Cooperation
Agency (GIZ) funded “Trainings for
Women on Traditional Needlework”
project took place on July 22, 2015 at the
premises of “Aleppo” CCO.
“Aleppo” CCO Founder President Ms. Ani
Balkhian, the members of Executive Body
and Committees of “Aleppo” CCO, GIZ EUTIA Project assistant Ms. Siran Yeganyan,
civil society representatives, project direct
beneficiaries and trainers attended the
workshop.
The workshop was led by the Adviser of RA
Consul General in Aleppo for Cultural
Affairs, the Director of “Martiros Saryan”

Art Academy in Aleppo, Painter Mr.
Hrazdan Tokmajian.
During the workshop, Mr. Tokmajyan
presented traditional needlework
directions, their historical developments,
evolution and features. In particular, major
emphasis was placed on Marash
Needlework and its unique characteristics
for the first session of workshop series
within the project.
During Q&A session, Mr. Tokmajyan
addressed number of questions related to
the key topics of the workshop session
raised by attendees. At the end, workshop
post-evaluation survey was carried out.
According to the results received, the
workshop was very productive and met
participants’ expectations.
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4000
Syrian Refugees benefit from the Humanitarian relief
provided by ACCO since its establishment in 2013.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
You can visit our website at www.aleppongo.org or Facebook page located at
https://www.facebook.com/aleppo.ngo1

ADOPT A FAMILY
Starting from June 2015, “ALEPPO”
Organization implements “Adopt a Family”
Humanitarian Emergency project. The
project targeted at the growing number of
Syrian Refugee families, individuals and
vulnerable groups displaced to and
sheltered in Armenia, which is caused by
the escalation of military actions in Syria.

Arabic Club
This quarter was remarkable with number of
initiatives, film screenings, discussions and debates
organized within the framework of the project.

The project sets a platform for individual
donors to get in touch with vulnerable
Syrian Refugee families in Armenia through
“Aleppo” CCO, to adopt and to provide
monthly financial aid to cover their living
expenses (utilities, food and etc.), that
ranges from 100$ to 200$ per month. The
project strives to create primary adequate
conditions for Syrian Refugees to
contribute to their settlement and
integration in Armenia

HOST A FAMILY

Happy To Learn Needlework

Over 30 vulnerable women (locals and Syrians) are
involved in Western Armenian Needlework teaching
classes free of charge to learn and pass on. For more
details please visit http://www.aleppongo.org/workshop-on-traditional-needlework-fromancient-times-to-modernity/

FAST FACTS

1300
Syrian Refugee Families are registered in “ALEPPO”
Organization.

In the framework of the project “Aleppo”
Organization finds donors to obtain
affordable and modest apartments, the
price of each ranges from US15.000$ up to
US25.000$. These donor owned
apartments are allocated for temporary
uncompensated use to the most vulnerable
Syrian refugee families. In order to benefit
from the program, families should comply
with the certain criteria prescribed by the
project.
“Aleppo” Organization carries out all the
legal paperwork, as well as preparation and
signing of the contracts. All the legal
procedures of allocation of apartments, in
particular between ACCO and donor
(apartment owner), as well as ACCO and
borrower (Syrian Refugee Family) are in
accordance with the RA Legislation, namely
based on the contract of temporary
uncompensated use of immovable
property.

Within this humanitarian emergency
housing project, “Aleppo” organization
closely cooperates with United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR
Armenia) according to the “Exchange of
letters” official document signed between
parties in June 2015. Based on this official
document, UNHCR provides emergency
funding for purchase of furniture and
household appliances for the
aforementioned apartments.
Within this project, ACCO also is also
partnering with Global Hope Network
International and other individual donors
to implement subproject called
“Establishing Residency for Syrian Refugee
Families”, which will provide facilities for
rent free stay, land area for agricultural
purposes and other resources required for
business startups for Syrian refugees
hosted at the House of Esther.
This subproject, which
plans to
shelter more
than seven
Syrian Refugee
Families,
accordingly
from 14 to 20
individuals,
has number of
benefits to
offer, in particular, sufficient living
conditions, access to self-employment
opportunities, income generation sources,
business startup possibilities and etc.
Syrian Refugee craftsmen and masters will
be given an opportunity to establish their
workshops by using cottages located in the
project area. The others, taking an
advantage of the geographical location of
the area, will be encouraged to start and
promote Middle Eastern cuisine for their
livelihoods purposes.
The project intends to reach the most
vulnerable Syrian Refugee Families
impacted by the Syrian war, who are
socially prone, poor, have certain
disabilities, lost relatives, suffered damages
that worsens their survival.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
If you are interested, you are welcome
to contact us via the following email
address info@aleppo-ngo.org or phone
number (+374 10) 545369.
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Dr. Razmik Panossian
visited “Aleppo” CCO
On July 08, 2015, the members of the
Executive Body of “Aleppo” Organization
had a meeting with the Director of
Armenian Communities Department of
Calust Gyulbenkian Foundation, Dr. Razmik
Panossian.
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trends of on-going and planned projects.
The Director of “Arevik-Armenia” Center,
Ms. Aline Momjian and the Board Member
Hagop Fagjian, referring to the works of the
Center for Syrian individuals with
disabilities,
Arevik-Armenia
Center,
presented its current activities. Possible
cooperation ideas were also exchanged
during the meeting.

Humanitarian Relief for
ACCO’s Beneficiaries

The meeting was held at Yerevan office of
“Aleppo” Organization. In the framework of
the meeting, “Aleppo” Organization’s
Founder President Ms. Ani Balkhian briefed
Mr. Panossian in detail about overall
organization’s performance, priorities and

Drawing Classes for
Syrian Youngsters
“Aleppo” Organization initiated and started
implementation of drawing classes for
Syrian Refugee youngsters since July 2015.
The classes are free of charges and
provided at the organization’s premises on
weekly bases.
This new initiative gives opportunity to all
young people from Syrian Refugee Families
to attend drawing classes.
With major goal to serve as a basis for
youngsters to get together, learn drawing
and improve painting and drawing skills,
the initiative also encourages and motives
young generation in their future
undertakings. While drawing they express
their thoughts and ideas, impressions and
dreams. More than 25 young people are
happy to be the part of this wonderful

Based on the initiative of the Social Service
of Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin,
“Aleppo” Organization provided
humanitarian aid to its beneficiary families
and individuals on August 10, 2015.
“Aleppo” Organization expresses its deep
gratitude to the Social Service of Mother
See of Holy Etchmiadzin for the continuous
cooperation and provision of this
humanitarian assistance.

Food for Syrian Refugees
More than 650 Syrian Refugee Families in
need were provided food packages by
“Aleppo” Organization in July 2015. This
humanitarian Aid became possible in the
result of continuous cooperation with the
Armenian Representation of “ACMA”
Charitable Organization. ACCO expresses
its deep gratitude to “ACMA” Charitable
NGO for such generous assistance to Syrian
Refugees.

initiative by “Aleppo”
Organizations. ACCO
attaches great
importance on the
environment in which
Syrian Refugee Young
generation grows and
develops. For this
purpose, the
organization tends to
ensure elementary and
sufficient conditions
for youngsters by all
means and efforts.
During the drawing
classes young people
are provided with color
pencils, albums for
painting, paper, water colors, markers,
erasers and other relevant stationary upon
necessity.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
“Aleppo” Organization runs its activities
through 150 registered volunteer
members.
Currently ACCO implements various
projects that make a substantial
difference in the lives of Syrian Refugee
Families and individuals.
The organization provides emergency
relief assistance to vulnerable Syrian
families affected by the devastation of the
Syrian crisis and residing in Armenia
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AROUND TOWN

Other Initiatives by ACCO
Arabic Language
Teaching Classes for
Beginners
This quarter, “Aleppo” Organization
initiated and launched “Arabic Language
Teaching Classes” for beginners. The
project is funded by the Institute for
International Cooperation of the German
Adult Education Association (DVV
International Armenia Branch).
Arabic language classes are provided on
weekly basis for 2 hours at the office of
“Aleppo” CCO. Over 20 individuals are
enrolled in the center. They are happy to
attend the classes free of charge and learn.

Socio-Psychological
support for Syrian
Youth
ACCO’s humanitarian strategy recognizes
that the most areas of humanitarian aid
have socio-psychological components that
play significant role in the recovery process
of people, who are war-affected and
survived tragic happenings.
Given that the Syrian refugee young
generation did not remain apart from the
negative impact of Syrian Crisis, as well as
needs social-psychological support,
“Aleppo” Organization has taken an
initiative to help and encourage young
people through conduction of meetings on
weekly basis.
The project provides social-psychological
support to war-affected Syrian Refugee
youth in order to build youth resilience and
tolerance, as well as motivate and
encourage them in their undertakings to
pursue and achieve their career goals and
educational endeavors regardless the place
of their residency. The implementation of
this social-psychological project became
possible due to funds contributed by
individual donors.

Aid Provided by World
Vision Armenia
As part of its humanitarian assistance
strategy pioneered since its establishment,
“Aleppo” Organization distributed regular
aid to its beneficiary Syrian families and

individuals in the mid-August 2015. This
humanitarian aid was possible through the
partnership with World Vision Armenia
started at the end of this reporting quarter.
In the result of this successful cooperation
between “Aleppo” Organization and World
Vision Armenia, number of Syrian Refugee
families and individuals received clothing
and home items.

Primary Adequate
Conditions for Syrian
Refugee Individuals
with disabilities

WONDERFUL DAY
Every day brings something new for us. We are happy
to take part in wonderful activities and events
organized for us by “Aleppo” Organization. Happy to
be the part of the “Arevik-Armenia” Center, as it is also
our home that cares and school that educates.

“Arevik-Armenia” center for Syrian refugee
individuals with disabilities, which
functions under “Aleppo” Organization and
lacks adequate conditions, sufficient
facilities and needed equipment, will have
all these aforementioned gaps covered and
issues addressed due to the Julia Taft Fund
for Refugees, funded by the U.S.
Department of State Bureau of Population,
Refugees, and Migration (PRM).
Syrian refugee children and adults with
disabilities will be fully able to enjoy their
basic human right, as they are entitled to;
they will be secure and safe along with
necessary resources they are allocated to, as
well as enabled access to special therapies
and treatments in acceptable conditions and
facilities, which are inseparable parts of
their lives.

WE LEARN
Beginners learn Arabic language free of charge. More
than 20 beginners (locals and Syrians) take part in the
classes.

This funding will upgrade possibilities for
social inclusion, serving as an integrated
platform for involvement of new children
and adults with disabilities, as well as
frequent interaction with similar groups of
children and adults with disabilities.
Just to remain, “Arevik” Aleppo Center of
individuals with disabilities, which was
established in Aleppo 13 years ago, has
been forced to shut its doors, due to the
danger of ongoing war in Syria.
Individuals with special needs, who
escaped the destruction of the Syrian war,
have once again been given the opportunity
to enjoy the center’s ongoing activities, this
time within the safe walls of “Aleppo” CCO
since October 2014.

Visit our website at www.aleppo-ngo.org

WE ARE SAFE

Syrian Refugee Families, who escaped the war in
Aleppo and moved to Lebanon, and then relocated
from Lebanon to Yerevan within the framework of
“Safe a Life” Humanitarian Campaign, are happy to be
on the safe ground and warm environment.
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Syrian Youth Initiatives
“Syrian Youth For better
Democratic Future”
Call for Participation
On August 21, 2015, “Aleppo” Compatriotic
Charitable Non-Governmental Organization
commenced “Syrian Youth for Better
Democratic Future” youth participation
training program, which funded by the
Embassy of the United States of America in
Armenia.
The main goal of the project is to
strengthen capacities of Syrian youth
residing in Yerevan to take global initiative
in the face of current problems and build a
better democratic future.

Participation in the training program is
free. Training courses will be delivered 4
times a week, for 2-3 hours by qualified
and experienced professionals. At the end
of the program, participants will be
awarded Certificates for their efforts, active
and successful participation in the training
program.
The selection of participants will be
carried out on a competitive basis. For a
participation you need to apply “Aleppo”
Organization Center (address: 11 Northern
Avenue, Yerevan) until September 20,
2015, and sign up by filling out an
application form.

Youth participation training program will
start on October 5, 2015.

“Asank-Anank”, an open air eight days
festival initiated by “Aleppo” Organization,
DVV-International, Armenian Actors Union
NGO and “MIHR” social-cultural
organization, was ended up on July 9, 2015.
Official opening of the festival raising
awareness on Syrian cultural, was
announced at the National MuseumInstitute of Armenian Architecture, via
exhibition of rare samples of Western
Armenian Embroidery.

The program is open to 100 Syrian
youngster aged 16 to 25, who wish to
acquire knowledge on Core democratic
values. Topics of the training program are








Social Responsibility
Volunteerism
Leadership
Democracy
Conflict Resolution
Human Rights
Democratic Development

The initiative has put every effort to ensure
the involvement and active participation of
young people in the planning and
organizational works of the festival, since it
believes that engagement of youngsters in a
creative but also informative and
educational process is the best way of
creating aware and responsible citizens.

Please bring your Passport for
registration. For more information please
feel free to contact “Aleppo” Organization
via +374 10 54 53 69 phone number or send
an email info@aleppo-ngo.org.

Open Air Festival
“Asank-Anank”

“Aleppo” organization invites Syrian
youngsters to participate in the training
program, especially in the training courses,
workshops, seminars, debates, discussion
and Massive Open Online Courses (MOOC).

cognitive important knowledge to natives
about the life of Aleppo Mother Colony.

The Festival lasted eight days and offered
various kind of events for various
audiences e.g. exhibitions, community
service, kermesse, film screenings, lectures,
“tea with strangers”, open microphone,
reciting, concert, activities for children,
traditional dishes, etc. All events were free.
The demonstration of Felt products by
“Aleppo” Organization woman members
along with reading of poems of
contemporary Western writers, transferred

The main events of the festival took place at
the circular space of “Republic square”
metro station fountain and the adjacent
park. The initiative has put every effort to
ensure the involvement and active
participation of young people in the
planning and organizational works of the
festival, since it believes that engagement
of youngsters in a creative but also
informative and educational process is the
best way of creating aware and responsible
citizens
In the framework of the “Asank-Anank”
Eight Days Festival, members of the youth
and women committees of “Aleppo”
Organization initiated and carried out the
cleaning of the adjacent area of the
“Republic Square” Station of Yerevan Metro
on June 20, 2015.

Participants had an opportunity to enjoy
songs, music, hospitality, history, culture
and etc. provided during the Festival
greatly highlighting Syrian Culture and
History.
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Volunteering for ACCO
It is always your choice to become a
volunteer for “ALEPPO” Compatriotic
Charitable Non-Governmental Organization
(ACCO), which provides Humanitarian
Emergency Relief to the most vulnerable
Syrian-Armenian families and individuals,
displaced from Syria and sheltered in
Armenia, because of on-going war in
Syrian.
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Syrian Youth attended
“Aragats” Summer
Camp by FAR
In July 10 – 30, 2015, over 22 young people
from beneficiary families of “Aleppo”
Organization had an opportunity to attend
“Aragats” Camp organized by Fund for
Armenian Relief (FAR) in Hankavan.
Syrian youngsters attending the camp,
gained valuable knowledge and skills.
During the camp days, educational, cultural,
cognitive and sport activities contributed to
their national and compatriotic upbringing.
The camp involved needy and excellent
students, which enabled schoolchildren to
explore the beauty of Armenia, to visit its
beautiful places, to make friendships with
their peers.

If you are interested and available to
contribute your time, skills, knowledge and
efforts to join us and support ACCO in
achieving its humanitarian objectives by
brining positive change, which will also
enrich your life, we encourage you to apply
for short or long-term volunteering
assignments.

Moreover, the camp also promoted
integration of Syrian youth into the life of
Armenian civil society through various
activities and events held and enhanced
their physical, moral and cultural
development. It was an opportunity to
educate new generation and strengthen
their young souls and minds which ensured
basis for their active involvement.

ACCO’s Efforts For Humanitarian Aid
Addressing overwhelming needs of the most vulnerable Syrian Refugee Families and
providing necessary food, clothing and social services are priority areas of ACCO’s
humanitarian emergency relief strategy. Since its establishment, “Aleppo” Organization
gained confidence of potential partners and played essential role in making a substantial
difference in the life of Syrian refugee families. ACCO activities run and managed by its 150
registered volunteer members. To achieve its humanitarian emergency relief goals, ACCO
implements not only projects, but also carries out fundraising campaigns, charity exhibition
fairs, drives for clothing, food, calls for the entire humanity at local, regional and
international levels.

Our Partners
For allocation of humanitarian aid and implementation of other multilateral projects,
“ALEPPO” CCO cooperates with individual donors, local and international organization, like
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), RA Ministry of Diaspora, Fund
for Armenian Relief (FAR), Social Service of Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, WCC Armenia
Round Table Foundation, Armenian Relief and Development Association (ARDA), Armenian
Christian Medical Association (ACMA), Armenian Missionary Association of America
(AMAA), The Institute for International Cooperation of the German Adult Education
Association (DVV International Armenia Branch); German International Cooperation
Agency (GIZ), United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR); Armenian Relief Society
(ARS), World Vision Armenia and the Embassy of the United States of America to Armenia,
which provide humanitarian aid to vulnerable Syrian-Armenian families registered in
“ALEPPO” CCO.

Our Address
11 Northern Avenue, Yerevan, Armenia

