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contributions by individual
donors, sponsorships and
fundraisings.

“Better Environment for
Refugee Children and Adults
with Disabilities” Project

WHO WE ARE
“Arevik-Armenia” Center for
children and adults with mental
and physical disabilities,
established in Aleppo in 1999 and
functioning as “Arevik-Aleppo”,
has been forced to shut its doors
after 13 years of activity, due to
the danger of the on-going war in
Syria. “ALEPPO” Compatriotic
Charitable Non-Governmental
Organization, established in
Yerevan (Armenia) in October
2013, took the commitment and
reopened “Arevik Aleppo” Center
in Armenia, and renamed it as
“Arevik-Armenia” Center.
Syrian Refugee Children and
adults with disabilities displaced
and sheltered in Armenia, have
once again been given the
opportunity to get together and
enjoy the center’s ongoing

activities, due to efforts of
“ALEPPO” Organization, since
October 2014. “Arevik-Armenia”
Center is open and operates
Monday through Friday, from
10a.m. to 2p.m.

WHAT WE DO
Syrian Refugee children and
adults with mental and physical
disabilities receive free education,
care, therapy treatment,
psychological support and courses
of speech development by the
dedicated group of teachers and
staff at the center.
Center also provides them food,
covers their transportation needs
and organizes cultural events
facilitating their integration into
civil society. “ALEPPO”
Organization runs the center on
account of donations and

In November 2015, “ALEPPO”
Organization received grant
funding from the U.S.
Government under the Julia Taft
Fund for Refugees, to create better
environment for Refugee children
and adults with disabilities. This
4-month project, which ended in
January 2016 was a valuable
intervention for a long-term basis,
as it enabled access to special
therapies and treatments in
acceptable conditions and
facilities.

Activities in Focus:
Specific education
Mathematics
Sand Therapy
Sand Drawing
Psychological Support
Speech Development
Music classes
Reading /writing
Physical education
Social inclusion
Social Integration
Entertainment activities
Competitions
Cultural City tours

U.S. Embassy in Armenia

This project was funded through a Department of State Bureau of Population, Migration, and Refugees (PRM) grant,
and the opinions, findings and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this newsletter are those of the Author(s) and
do not necessarily reflect those of the Department of State.
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“Better Environment for Refugee Children and Adults with Disabilities”

About Project
This 4-month project “Better
Environment for Refugee Children
and adults with mental and physical
disabilities” funded under Julia Taft
Fund for Refugees with the
assistance of US Embassy to
Armenia enabled adequate facilities,
conditions and equipment in the
“Arevik-Armenia” Center for
refugee children and adults with
disabilities.

Today, refugee children and adults
with disabilities continue enjoying
free specific care, physical and
mental treatment and necessary
education under refurbished and
improved conditions.

There are Swedish walls are activity
mirrors installed in the “ArveikArmenia” Center for disabled
children and adults physical
education and therapy.

Center also offers sand therapy and
sand drawing classes for its
students. Students are using
different toys during the classes to
express and shape their thoughts

and activities through kinetic and
simple sand. They also have
opportunity to use sand trays with
lights to draw and to see the
reflection of what they have drawn
on the wall.

The project also enabled purchase
of specific wheel chairs that could
be adjusted to very specific needs of
refugee students attending the
center. Center is equipped with
chairs, tables and various
bookshelves and shelves and is
capable to host group activities,
competitions and initiatives with the
similar center groups of people with
disabilities.

The Ambassador of the United
States of America to Armenia
Richard Mills, the RA Minister of
Diaspora Hranush Hakopyan and
Vasken Yacoubian a member of the
central executive committee of
AGBU, as well as other
international organizations honored
the ceremony with their presence.
Ambassador Mills emphasized the
importance of the Arevik Center.
Guests had the opportunity to get
acquainted with the center.

This short-term project made it also
possible to purchase various musical
instruments. Children and adults
with disabilities learn to play and to
sing.

US Ambassador to Armenia
visited “Arevik-Armenia”
Center
“Arevik-Armenia” Center for
children with special needs, which
functions under “Aleppo”
Compatriotic Charitable
Organization, is reopened with new
equipment and improved conditions.
The reopening of the newly
refurbished “Arevik-Armenia”
Center took place on February 2,
2016. The refurbishment of the
“Arevik-Armenia” Center, which

“ALEPPO” Compatriotic Charitable Non-Governmental Organization

Page 2

included an upgrade of the facilities
as well as new educational and
therapeutic materials, was made
possible with the assistance of the
Embassy of the United States in
Armenia, in the framework of the
Julia Taft Fund for Refugee via
implementation of the “Better
Environment for Refugee Children
and Adults with Disabilities”
project.

FCFPP participates in various
activitiesAmbassador Mills
InSocial
his speech,
commented that “the Arevik Center
The project promoted Sustainable
plays
an important role not only by
Pasture Management
helping refugees integrate into the
local community, but also by
helping
with
Nationalpersons
Guidelines
on disabilities
Community
Forest
Management
(CFM)
andWhen
plans
lead
full,
independent
lives.
persons with disabilities are
FCFPP Success Stories
empowered
to fully participate in
the
social,
economic,
and political
FCFPP’s Visibility
life of their local community, of
their country, the entire society
gains.
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His Eminence Archbishop
Shahan Sarkissian Visits
“Arevik-Armenia” Center

Center teachers accompany children
and adults with special needs in
their cultural city tours.

“Arevik-Armenia” Center for
children and adults with disabilities
had the honor to host His Eminence
Archbishop Shahan Sarkissian, the
leader of the diocese of Berio of the
Great House of Cilicia.
These trips make them enjoy
outside activities and express their
feelings after they are back to center
to their regular teaching and care
routine.

We Learn to Count
Expressing His excitement and deep
honor regarding the activities of
“Arevik–Armenia” center, His
Eminence Archbishop Shahan
Sarkissian noted that it is highly
appreciable to see how much the
everyday life of the individuals with
disabilities is filled with Christian
faith, and the high level of
realization of preservation of
national identity.

Cultural City Tours
Center holds periodic cultural city
tours in Yerevan for children and
adults with disabilities. During this
city tours, children and adults have
opportunity to admire nature, to
play games, and to get socialized
with other local people.

Counting in pictures helped a young
Mike to start counting to 100 in just
a few months.

Colorful figures and simple game
helped him to recognize numbers
and to count.
Furthermore, many other students
with different degree of disability
learnt to work with color paper and
create their piece of mind. Artworks
created are in the Center.

Specific teaching methods as part of
the education curriculum motivate
and encourage children and adults
to take part in the activities and
reach their full potential. They play
musical instruments, they sing and
dance, they learn to perform theater,
read books. Low-level books
obtained within the project are

helpful to learn letters, type of
animals (domestic and wild) and
their voices. Remarkable interest is
observed among children and adults
with disabilities in use of drawing
tablets.

The project also enabled purchase
of kitchen tools and utensils for
center’s students to prepare cakes
and bake. Cooking provides
wonderful opportunities to help
them learn as they experience
various degree problems.

Putting together a cake recipe
with students allows them
to learn more about baking and
cooking while creating a treat for
guests and themselves, which they
like the most.

New Year Event by ACCO and
UNHCR Armenia
“Aleppo” Organization joint with
UNHCR Armenia organized a New
Year Celebration for refugee
FCFPP participates
various
children
and adultsinwith
disabilities
Social activities
of newly refurbished “ArevikArmenia”
Center
students
The projectCenter.
promoted
Sustainable
Pasture Management
performed
for the guests, gave their
best wishes for the upcoming New
Year. All received New Year Gifts.
National Guidelines on Community
Forest Management (CFM) and plans
FCFPP Success Stories
FCFPP’s Visibility
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RA Minister of Diaspora and
the U.S. Deputy Chief of
Mission to Armenia Visit
“Arevik-Armenia” Center
On October 9, 2015 “Aleppo”
Organization’s newly-opened center
was honored to host RA Minister of
Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan and
the U.S. Deputy Chief of Mission to
Armenia, Mr. Clark Price.

integrated platform for social
inclusion, interaction and
communication both for Syrian
refugees and local with the same
disabilities. It will serve these
individuals for a lifetime, regardless
of the type of their special needs.

Project Results ad Impact

The distinguished guests were
greeted by the Executive Body of
“Aleppo” CCO in the person of the
Founding President, Mrs. Ani
Balkhian, and the Vice President,
Mrs. Zovig Baytarian. Within the
frames of the meeting, the grant
provided to “Aleppo” CCO by the
U.S. sponsored Julia Taft Fund for
Refugees, was presented to
attendees. Mr. Clark Price and
guests got acquainted with “ArevikArmenia” Center, its activities and
refugee children and adults with
disabilities.

Adequate facilities and conditions
for “Arevik-Armenia” Center
activities in compliance with
education and care standards and
requirements to similar centers for
children and adults with disabilities
are set-up.

Just One Click

Syrian-Armenian refugee children
and adults with disabilities receive
their daily physiotherapy and mental
development treatment, physical
education and care in safe, warm,
and healthy environment

Social inclusion of SyrianArmenian refugee children and
adults with disabilities is in process
of facilitation via joint social and
cultural activities with similar
groups of disabled children in
Armenia on integrated platform.
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IT IS ALWAYS YOUR
CHOICE TO HELP
“AREVIK” ARMENIA
CENTER

DONATE

Project Sustainability
“Arevik – Armenia” Center is a
source of sustainability. Equipped
and furnished with relevant
property, equipment and devices,
the Center will ensure long-term
adequate conditions and sufficient
facilities for Syrian Armenian
refugee children and adults with
disabilities. The center will be as an

To sustain center’s vitality and
performance efficiency, “Aleppo”
CCO continuously seeks for lasting
solutions and support, as the center
entirely runs on account of
temporary sponsorships and raised
funds through collaborative efforts
by “Aleppo” CCO.

http://www.aleppongo.org/cause/aid-for-arevikcenter/
Our Contacts
“ALEPPO” Organization Armenia
“Arevik-Armenia” Center
8a Vardanants Blind Alley, 3rd area,
FCFPP participates in various
Yerevan
Social activities
Tel:
+374 11 545369
Web
site: www.aleppo-ngo.org
The project
promoted Sustainable
E-mail:
Pasture info@aleppo-ngo.org
Management
National Guidelines on Community
Forest Management (CFM) and plans
FCFPP Success Stories
FCFPP’s Visibility

