ARMENIAN TRADITIONAL NEEDLEWORK
The project on “Trainings for Women on Armenian Traditional
Needlework” is funded by the German International Cooperation Agency
(GIZ) in the framework of the EU-funded project “Targeted Initiative for
Armenia”
“ALEPPO” Compatriotic Charitable Non-Governmental Organization
implements the project

www.aleppo-ngo.org

ABOUT ARMENIAN
TRADITIONAL
NEEDLEWORK
The best and unique
sewing types of Armenian
needlework generally
have the names of
prosperous and developed
cities of the Armenian
Kingdom of Cilicia and
Cappadocia area,
populated by Armenians.
However, it does not mean
that in other provinces of
Armenia this marvelous
handicraft was not
mastered.
Needlework pieces
created in Artsakh
(especially Shoushi and
Gandzak cities), Tbilisi,
Yerevan, Astrakhan, Nor
Jugha (New Julfa), Aleppo
and other places are of
exceptional interest.
In all regions all over
historical Armenia, ritual
items have been
embroidered too.
Since ancient times some
branches of crafts have
reached incomparably
high degree of
development, due to the
creative talent of the
Armenian nation.

FROM ANCIENT TIMES TO MODERNITY
Ayntap Needlework
Ayntap city has been referred to in literature from the 10th
century. There were more than 20,000 Armenians living in
Ayntap, the majority of whom were doing needlework. The
most important thing about Ayntap embroidery is the
transparent material, from which straight and crossing
threads are being pulled, and only after thread count of bed
sheet the ornament is knitted.
Marash Needlework
From ancient times, Marash has been known as the
prosperous center of arts and crafts. One of the important
expressions of Marash culture is the Marash Needlework,
which occupies a unique position in the art of Armenian
Needlework. Marash work is unique in terms of both materials
and ornaments. Traditionally passing from generation to
generation it has preserved its features and ornamental
complex till now. It has two separate branches; the first is level
stitch, the second one is the slip/blind stitch, seaming, which
is typical of Marash only.
An important place in Armenian Needlework occupies “Ourfa
Needlework”. The name has originated from Ourfa city,
which is the old Edessa. The local sewing was so perfect that it
was known as “Ourfa trim”, “Ourfa needle”, and “Ourfa level
stitch”. This sewing type also supposes pulling threads,
combining it with level stitch. At the end of the 19th and the
beginning of the 20th centuries, the handmade works of
Armenian women from Ourfa were being exported to
international market.

www.aleppo-ngo.org

ABOUT PROJECT

PROJECT SUSTAINABILITY

In May, 2015, “Aleppo”
Compatriotic Charitable
Organization launched
“Trainings for women on
Traditional Needlework”
project funded by the
German International
Cooperation Agency (GIZ)
in the framework of the
EU-funded “Targeted
Initiative for Armenia”.

The project is a successful example of exchange of best
practices, knowledge and learning of skills with all its
benefits. The project does not require substantial financial
inputs, however it has tangible and high-value results, and
knowledge and skills obtained could serve for a lifetime.

The main goal of the
project was to improve
well-being and social
conditions of both Syrian
Armenian master-trainers
and direct beneficiary
(Syrian and local) women,
to pass on the tradition of
Armenian Needlework, as
well as promote women
entrepreneurship and
their economic
participation in Armenia.

WORKSHOPS WITHIN THE PROJECT

More than 40 women
(Syrian and locals) took
part in the project free of
charge and attended
needlework classes
organized.

Being environmentally friendly, non-costly (in terms of
purchase of row materials needed for start), but timeconsuming and requiring lot of effort, these high-value pieces
of needlework are highly demanded in the domestic
(Armenian) and international markets.

Workshops called “From Ancient times to Modernity” were
organized by “Aleppo” Compatriotic Charitable Organization
in the framework of the project “Trainings for women on
Traditional Needlework”.
Workshops were focused on raising awareness on ancient
and modern directions of Western Armenian Traditional
Needlework, and presenting their historical development,
features and patterns to the public and project beneficiary
women groups. In particular, workshop sessions covered key
topics, such as Marash Needlework, Level Stich of Marash
Needlework, Ayntap Needlework and Ourfa Needlework.
The workshop sessions led by the Director of “Martiros
Saryan” Art Academy in Aleppo, the painter Mr. Hrazdan
Tokmajian, were very interesting, useful and informative.

The project encouraged
trainees to create their
own pieces of art;
provoked the interest of a
larger public towards
needlework; it created job
and educational
opportunities, and
contributed to the
integration.

www.aleppo-ngo.org

CHARITY EXHIBITION FAIR ON ARMENIAN
TRADITIONAL NEEDLEWORK
Grand opening ceremony of the 5-day charity
exhibition fair on Armenian Traditional
Needlework took place at “ALEPPO”
Compatriotic Charitable Organization’s newly
opened center on 9 November, 2015.
The Exhibition Fair, which took place from 9
to 13 November, 2015 concluded “Trainings
for women on Armenian Traditional
Needlework” project implemented in the
framework of the EU-funded “Targeted
Initiative for Armenia”. While serving its goal,
the project promoted Syrian and local
women active participation in the civil life of
Armenia, encouraged their economic
participation and contributed to the
preservation and dissemination of Armenian
Traditional Needlework, especially Ourfa,
Van, Dantel and Norvekian.
Representatives of RA Ministry of Diaspora,
German International Cooperation Agency,
partner organizations, as well as members of
the Executive Body of “Aleppo” Organization,
project staff and participant 40 women
(Syrians and locals) and other invitees,
visitors attended the event.

Implementation of this project was a valuable
contribution to the lives of Syrian and local
women, with tangible results and farreaching goals.
“Shant”, “ArmNews”, “Azdarar”, “Armenia” TV
stations, ARMENPRESS news agency and
Public Radio of Armenia ensured the
coverage of the event.
5-day lasting exhibition fair captured an
interest and an attention of a larger public,
and demonstrated project tangible results, its
positive impact and the potential of
sustainability and replication. Exhibition
revenues will be given to the project
participant women (Syrian and locals) in
support of their families.
This successful and valuable project
ensured the opportunity to project
beneficiary women (Syrian and locals) to
take part, obtain knowledge and learn skills
free of charge on Armenian Traditional
Needlework, especially Ourfa, Van, Dantel
and Norvekian.

More than 60 unique and beautiful samples
of Ourfa, Van, Dantel and Norvekian
Needlework made by the project beneficiary
women (Syrian and locals) were presented to
the crowd of visitors.
At the end of the ceremony, women were
awarded certificates of participation and
appreciation, as well as kits of needlework
tools and accessories in order to continue
their further performance beyond the
project.
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